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Introduction: This study examines the mediating role of competitive
advantage in the causal relationship between networking capability
and entrepreneurial marketing with marketing performance in the
sports industry (case study: FitPro Sports Company).

Methodology: The research method is descriptive-correlational,
applied and cross-sectional. The statistical population includes all
customers of the FitPro Sports Company sports brand in Bandar Abbas
city, Hormozgan province. The sample size of T ' people was selected
using the available non-random sampling - The data collection
tool includes standard questionnaires on networking capability,
entrepreneurial marketing, competitive advantage and marketing
performance, which were designed by Dhamaria etal. ( 7+ ¥!) and have
a Cronbach's alpha of +/9¢ This questionnaire consists of four main
components and '' items: the first component is "networking
capability”, the second component is "entrepreneurial marketing”, the
third component is "competitive advantage", and finally, the fourth
component is "marketing performance". These constructs were
measured using a ¢-point Likert scale ranging from "very low" to "very
high". Data analysis was performed using a one-sample t-test and
Pearson correlation coefficient and structural equation modeling
method) and with the help of Amos, Excel and SPSS version F7
software.

Results: The results showed that the direct effect of networking
capability on marketing performance was ¢/¢+ and the direct effect of
competitive advantage on marketing performance was ¢/¢ /. Also, the
indirect effect was +/! 92 (with alower limit of ¢/ 9!and an upper limit
of +/£19), which is significant with a significance level of «/++/ (below
+/+9). This means that the effect of entrepreneurial marketing on
marketing performance is confirmed through competitive advantage
and there is no significant indirect effect.
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